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19 and Under Kenmore Lightning Girls  

Capture Nike Challenge Cup 
 

 
Congratulations to the 19 and Under Kenmore 
Lightning Girls on winning their division in the Nike 
Challenge Cup Tournament in Columbus, Ohio. The 
girls advanced to the championship game by win-
ning their bracket with a record of 1-0-2, having 
defeated the FC 614 Girls by a score of 3-1, and 
tying Canton-Akron Premier and MSA Gold by 2-2 
scores in their other preliminary matches. 
 
The final matched them against North United, 
where they prevailed by a 3-0 score to win the 
event. Congratulations girls! 
 

 

Kenmore Spurs Capture 10 and Under Championship at 

Sportsplex 
 

 
Congratulations to the 10 and Under Kenmore Spurs for capturing 1st place in their division in 
the Sportsplex Winter B indoor session, with a 5-1 victory over Niagara-Pioneer in the final. 
Over the course of the 12 game session, the Spurs scored 65 goals while surrendering just 11, 
en route to an overall record of 10-1-1. 
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 8) 
 

How many English players are in the English Premier League? 

Apparel Orders 
 
 

We continue to offer on-line apparel ordering. Consolidated orders are placed with 
Inaria on the 1st and 15th of each month, so plan accordingly. 

 
The direct link for apparel orders is: 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com/Default.aspx?tabid=363145 

Summer Soccer  
Youth and Advanced Camps Offered 

 

Both Camps Will Be at Edison Elementary School Fields 
 

Kenmore Soccer is pleased to be able to continue its popular summer camps, including the 
Advanced Camp for players ages 13-17 that we initiated last year. The Advanced Camp is 
designed as a High School prep camp and will focus on skills and tactics required at that 
level of play. 
 
The Advanced Camp will operate from 9:00am-Noon during  the week of July 10th—14th at 
Edison Elementary School. The cost is $85 for the week, and staff will include area college 
coaches and players. 
 
Our annual Youth Camp will also operate at Edison Elementary School, and will be from 
9:00am-Noon during the week of June 26th—June 30th. The Youth Camp will focus on ages 
7-13, and will include daily sessions on skill development, as well as our annual World Cup 
competition and closing pizza party on Friday. 
 
Registration for both camps is now open through www.kenmoresoccer.com. When you log 
into your account, it will appear as a New Program available for your child. Both camps will 
also be listed in the Spring/Summer catalog for Ken-Ton School Continuing Education Pro-
gram, and registration can be done through that office once the catalog is issued. 
 
If there are any questions about our Summer Camps, please feel free to contact Operations 
Manager Ken Voght at 837-1627, or voght@msn.com. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com/Default.aspx?tabid363145
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
mailto:voght@msn.com
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Adults Are Ruining Youth Sports 

 

If you haven’t seen the video of University of Connecticut women’s basketball coach 
Geno Auriemma talking about the “me, me, me” culture of youth sports, you need to. 

“Recruiting enthusiastic kids is harder than it’s ever been,” Auriemma said after a Fi-
nal Four win over Oregon State last March. The 2½ minute clip went viral after pick-
ing up traction on social media last week. 

“They’re allowed to get away with just whatever and they’re always thinking about 
themselves. … That’s the world we live in today, unfortunately.” 

For anyone who has watched youth sports or in some way been involved in the past 
decade, it struck a chord. But let’s not blame the kids. 

The truth is that parents are different. Adults around youth sports are different. Eve-
rybody wants to milk a dollar out of athletes because a scholarship may be waiting at 
the end of the tunnel. College is expensive, and wouldn’t it be great if sports could 
help pay for that? 

Club and premier coaches consistently tell parents that their kid can be a Division I 
player. They can earn a scholarship if they just work hard enough. 

“If you look at a Division I athlete, those human beings don’t look like the average 
person,” Kelso girls’ basketball coach Lacey DeWeert said last year. “Every parent and 
every kid has that desire to say ‘I’m a college athlete.’ Very few understand what it 
takes.” 

But that 5-foot-2 point guard with middling speed and a 14-inch vertical is told she 
can get a full ride to college if she just plays club ball year round and puts the time 
in. Oh and by the way, it’ll cost $3,000 a year. At that rate, why not just save the 
money for college? (As a side note, there are a lot more academic than athletic schol-
arships.) 

“Premier sports have become big business,” Woodland athletic director Paul Huddle-
ston said last January. “You’re trying to better your kid, but promising D-I scholar-
ships, that’s what hurts.” 

Kids inherently want to be good teammates … But when they get a little bit older and 
they start having a little more success and then the parents get involved, they be-
come not so great teammates because they’re told a lot of times that you’re not go-
ing to get anywhere unless you shine.” 

That’s really the heart of it. Kids just want to play a sport and have fun and be with 
their teammates. Ask any high school kid what their favorite part about the season 
was or what they’re going to remember most. Every single athlete I’ve ever asked the 
question to said that it was spending time with their friends, building relationships 
and the moments the team shared. 

Sports are meant to be enjoyable. There are great athletes out there, and playing 
against higher levels of competition in club and premier ball is beneficial. But let’s 
stop placing the impetus on earning a scholarship and keep it about becoming better 
— as athletes and as people. 
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Kenmore Niagara Elite Girls  

Rollover Sahlen’s Competition 

 
 

As a newly formed team, no one was certain how quickly the 16 and Under Kenmore 
Niagara Elite girls would gel. Playing the C session at Sahlen’s, they proved that talent 
and hard work can bring early success. The girls rolled over Hamburg, Southern Tier, 
Lockport, and Euro Champs, finishing 8-0-0, and outscoring the competition by 49-2. 
 
Comprised of 7 girls from the Elite Development Academy in Welland, and 9 girls who 
were already with Kenmore Soccer, the team combines technical training sessions in 
Canada, with tactical training sessions in the U.S., and will be playing in the 16 and 
Under A Division of the Buffalo/WNY Junior Soccer League starting this month. 
 
Congratulations girls! 
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10 Ways to Show Sportsmanship 

Nobody likes to lose. It’s painful and sometimes heartbreaking. It is also every bit as important as win-
ning. A strong character does not come from never experiencing sorrow. Character is built in life’s 
tough moments. How we handle ourselves during those times says a great deal about what kind of per-
son we are. Proper sportsmanship teaches good behavior and builds strong character. Here are some 
ways to instill sportsmanship in your child. 

1. Do Not Be That Parent 
We all know that parent. Some of us are that parent. The one who screams at the refs from the bleach-
ers. The parent who curses out the coach in front of his child because his kid didn’t get played. The one 
who ridicules the players who aren’t as gifted as others. That parent is an embarrassment and disgrace. 
Set the example for your child. Unless you have something nice to say, don’t say anything at all. Win or 
lose, offer high praise for the effort. Thank the coaches for their time, which is usually volunteered. 
Sportsmanship starts with the parent. 

2. Win with Dignity 
Winning is easy. It’s fun. It can also breed arrogance and bad behavior like taunting and mocking the 
losing team. Not very appealing traits in a person. Show your child to win with dignity—to shake the 
opposing players’ hands after the game and say, "Good game." To be humble in their success. Coach 
Dungy is the model for winning with dignity. 

3. Losing with Grace 
As stated in the opening paragraph, losing is as important as winning. Without a good dose of rain 
there would be no beautiful flowers and green plants. The same goes with human life. Support your 
child at these times with encouragement and praise. Offer to help them practice more. Gently give tips 
on things that might need to be corrected. Emphasize positive actions as opposed to negative feelings. 
Hold your head high and be as humble in defeat as in victory. 

4. Respect the Game 
The showboat. The hot dog. Yes, they can be entertaining and sometimes funny. Unless you are the 
Harlem Globetrotters, it really doesn’t have a place in organized sports. Teach your kids it’s ok to be 
happy. To celebrate. To enjoy themselves...because it is only a game. But they need to do so with re-
spect for the game and the other players. Walter Payton and Barry Sanders were great examples of 
how to deeply love and play a sport with class, heart and style. 

5. Follow the Rules 
Remember how John McEnroe used to go ballistic when a call didn’t go his way? He became famous for 
his ridiculous temper more than his skill as a tennis player. Rules are in place to make the game fair. To 
keep order. Teach your child to follow them and to respect those that are there to implement them. Be 
a good sport and acknowledge that not every call will go your way. 

6. Point Out Examples 
Nothing is better than watching a football game on a crisp Fall day with your son. Taking your daughter 
out to watch the World Cup. Great times and memories. Also use those moments to point out examples 
of both bad and good sportsmanship. You are sure to see both. Visual examples are always an excel-
lent learning tool. 

……..continued on page 6 
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……..continued from page 5 

7. Include Your Teammates 
No person is an island. You cannot do it all alone. The ball hog is never a wanted member of any 
team. Kobe Bryant learned that lesson and now wears championship rings. If your child is very talent-
ed at a particular sport, that is great. Teach him to help the other kids who might not be as strong. To 
include them and to use the abilities they bring to the benefit of the team. One child might be a great 
ball handler. Another might play excellent defensive. Rare is the child who excels at all facets of the 
game. It’s a team and all parts are required to win. 

8. Don’t Let Your Child Win Every Time 
It’s hard not to do so. They are so adorable and you don’t want to see them sad. You are playing 
checkers and you let her win every single time. Playing the great basketball game of H-O-R-S-E with 
your son and you intentionally miss the shot that would give him an “E.” As tough as it is, you need to 
win the game at least sometimes. How can they learn how to lose and be a good sport if they never 
do? They will be getting better and beating you on their own soon enough anyway. 

9. Encourage Strong Effort 
Having good sportsmanship also means having a strong work ethic. “Practice? We’re talking about 
practice?” was Allen Iverson’s infamous outburst after being drilled for skipping practice. Nobody is 
above the team. Even the biggest stars. Teach your children to always give their best effort. At prac-
tice as well as the game. To earn the respect of the other players and coaches. Anything less is not 
acceptable and should not be tolerated. 

10. It’s Just A Game 
Children all over the world are sent into war. They are starving. They have horrible things done to 
them. Sports are only games. They are for fun. Teach your child the bigger picture...the perspective 
that it’s a blessing to be out playing games and enjoying life. Teach them to appreciate it. It’s hard to 
be anything but a great sport when you are humbled and thankful for just the opportunity to play. 

Kenmore Ambush Captures Sportsplex 19 and Under Title 

 
Although they had compiled a record of 10-1-0 prior to the championship game in 
the Sportsplex Winter B 19 and Under Girls session, the Kenmore Ambush faced a 
formidable task in the final, facing a select Lockport team that was 11-0-0 and had 
outscored their opponents by 60-1 in the process. To compound matters, Lockport 
scored midway through the 2nd half of the final to take a 1-0 lead. 
 
The Ambush continued to battle and were not intimidated, and their efforts resulted 
in the tying goal by Abby Mason with 10 minutes remaining in the match.  
 
The flow of play went back and forth, with Gabi Gray commanding her box and 
making several excellent stops in goal, before Emily Dellapenta slotted home what 
would prove to be the winning goal with just over 3 minuets remaining in the even-
tual 2-1 game. 
 
Congratulations Girls! 
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Here's When You Know Your Child Has A Great Coach 
By Janis Meredith from the Record Searchlight 

 
 
 
 

He may call the pitches, set the lineup and run practice. She may do the drills, plan 
the trips and strategize the offense and defense. But does that mean they are do-
ing their job as a coach? 
 
Although the dictionary defines a coach as one who instructs or trains, in the world 
of youth sports, a good coach knows that his or her job goes far beyond the game. 
 
In my opinion, youth coaches should teach as much about life and developing charac-
ter as they do about skills and strategies. They are presented with a huge opportunity 
to influence young people and shape tomorrow’s leaders. They should not squander 
that responsibility. 
 
If you really want to know if your child’s coach is doing his or her job, look for 
these important signs: 
 

• Your child is learning how to treat others with respect — teammates, offi-
cials, other coaches. 

• Your child is beginning to understand the importance of working as a team. 
• Your child is seeing that hard work and commitment pay off. 
• Your child feels like he or she is learning new skills and strengthening old 

ones. 
• Your child does not play in fear of making mistakes, but understands the 

value of learning from them. 
• Your child’s love for the game is growing. 
• Your child feels like he or she is given a fair chance — in other words, 

there’s no politics shaping the team. 
• Your child feels encouraged by the coach just as much as he or she feels 

pushed and corrected. 
• Your child respects the coach because he or she has earned it, not just be-

cause he’s in authority. 
• Your child knows that the coach cares about every area of his or her life — 

grades, friends, family. 
 
I love the way my husband summarized his job as a coach: If a player doesn’t end 
the season a better person and player than he or she was at the beginning of the 
season, then the coach hasn’t done his job. 
 
Always be on the lookout for coaches like this. Don’t just settle for a “body” if you 
have any say in the matter. A youth sports coach has the power to make a lifelong 
impact on young lives. 
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Remembering a Friend……Celebrating a Life……Helping a Family 
by Nick DeMarsh, Kenmore Soccer Director of  Coaching  

 

 
Chris Pepper was a friend of mine. I met Chris in 1991 while playing soccer during my 
freshman year at Buffalo State. Chris was one of those people you only need to meet 
once and you remember them instantly. Everyone called him Pep. He was a talented 
player but for me, his best attribute was his smile and his tremendous positivity and 
personality.  
 
For years after Chris and many of my closest soccer friends played together with Buf-
falo Celtic Soccer Club. We grew up together and started families, each of us in our 
own time and our own way. While life took us all in different directions, we always 
came back on Sundays to play the game that brought us all together. In fact, the old 
gang still plays together. Celtic is bigger and better than ever, represented in each di-
vision of the BDSL. But these days our roster is one man short and it always will be.  
 
In November of 2014, Chris was diagnosed with melanoma. When I heard the news I 
thought what most people did. “That’s terrible, but it’s Pep…he’ll be okay…..right?” 
Somehow I thought that he would make it through. Everyone did. As he pushed 
through his cancer treatments, things seemed to be going very well. Every time I 
spoke with Chris he was doing great and for a time, it looked like he had won. He was 
cancer free just 7 months later. But his cancer came back in October of that same 
year. I saw him shortly after and amazingly, he was still smiling and confident. No 
problem. Pep continued to fight but as time wore on, his treatments and the cancer 
began to take a toll. Our beloved friend Chris lost his battle with melanoma in May of 
2016.     
 
Our hearts are still broken. My friend Pep is gone leaving behind family and friends to 
cherish his memory. My heart goes out to his loving wife Stephanie and two beautiful 
children Gavin (6) and Lillian (4), who I think of every day.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now I want to help, we all do, in any way that we can. Celtic Soccer Club, in conjunc-
tion with Clarence Soccer Club, will be hosting a new 3v3 tournament fundraiser on 
May 20th, 2017. All the proceeds will go directly to Stephanie and her kids. We want to 
register 60 plus teams and as of today, we are half way there. The link below give you 
all the details. PLEASE, if you can fit this event in your schedule, I would sincerely ap-
preciate your participation.  
 
http://www.clarencesoccer.org/news_article/show/768758?referrer_id=1150780 
 
Step Aside Melanoma, Chris Pepper is a Fighter! 
http://buffalonews.com/2016/02/27/chris-pepper-cancer-bdsl/ 

http://www.clarencesoccer.org/news_article/show/768758?referrer_id=1150780
http://buffalonews.com/2016/02/27/chris-pepper-cancer-bdsl/
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  

in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 

 

 
Today, a total of 74 different nationalities are represented in the Premier 
League. The most-watched football league worldwide. The 217 English 

players are followed by 35 Irish, 27 French, and 23 Scottish and Spanish 
players.  

 
 
 
 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 

 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

http://www.hrgweb.com/
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 

 

➢      To be the best club in our community 
➢       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
➢       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
➢       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-
tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com

